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No dead time during the 2nd annual 
Grand Masquerade — A Halloween Celebration! 

 
Montreal, Wednesday, Octoooooober 12, 2005 – From Thursday, Oct. 27 through Sunday, Oct. 30, 
between 6 and 11 p.m., The Grand Masquerade – A Halloween Celebration will give no quarter to any living 
soul. At the same time, those taking part in the eerily exciting festivities will have no reason whatsoever to gripe 
about any "dead time", although (it must be said), when all is over and done, no mortal celebrants will be able to 
escape their ultimate earthly fate! So take full advantage of what life has to offer you while you are still of this 
world, for in just over two weeks from now, everything is going to turn completely upside down during two 
horribly entertaining balls with totally different themes – La Nuit du sacrifice, Friday, Oct. 28 from 10 p.m. to 
3 a.m., a celebration of horror and gothic culture, and Le Théâtre de l’infini, Saturday, Oct. 29 from 10 p.m. 
to 3 a.m., presented by Mountain Dew Pitch Black. Also sure to give you moments of sheer fear – 
La Procession funèbre and La Noce, both presented by Loto-Québec, along with the numerous activities at 
the free-entertainment site centred in Place Jacques-Cartier and at Bonsecours Market, in the heart of 
Old Montreal. Les Productions L’Entracte and L’Équipe Spectra, event coordinators, and official sponsor 
and presenter Loto-Québec take fiendish delight in announcing the full program of activities for 
the Grand Masquerade, which drew close to 75,000 visitors and assorted creatures to last year's inaugural 
edition. Never will the City of Festivals have displayed such a decidedly dark, playful and theatrical side! 
Because this celebration, as sombre as it may appear on the surface, is above all a feast for lovers of fright-filled 
fun! So leave your late-October evenings free, prepare your costumes and come experience the deathly 
ambiance, the cold sweats and, most of all, guaranteed pleasure in store for you! 
 

A slew of free activities (with just a small offering requested) 
Like last year, the Grand Masquerade activities, including many free events, will take place both at the outdoor 
Old Montreal site, mainly in Place Jacques-Cartier, and inside Bonsecours Market. 

Loto-Québec presents La Procession funèbre and La Noce 

A monstrous success last year, attracting throngs of wildly imaginative festival celebrants despite the 
dismal weather (which did, however, contribute to the ambiance!), the Grand Masquerade©s grand 
procession returns! La Procession funèbre, presented by Loto-Québec, will greet hundreds of 
persons back from the dead, as well as mutants, demons and cult members all coming together in a 
macabre carnival atmosphere. This phantasmagorical procession, a worthy part of the lead-up to the 
Feast of All Souls, will take place Saturday, Oct. 29, starting at 8 p.m. at the corner of 
Rue de la Commune and Rue Saint-Pierre and winding down at the heart of the festival site in 
Place Jacques-Cartier. Everyone is invited to come in costume and take part in the grand walk following 
in the wake of the funeral cortège. Once the guests and all those behind gather in a giant human 
coagulation in the square, at 9 p.m. the procession's officiating religious sister will conduct La Noce, 
which promises to be a truly memorable wedding ceremony! 

 
 



L’Antre (Salle de la Commune of Bonsecours Market, entrance Rue Saint-Paul): 

At this horrific site will be held the Grand Masquerade pre-opening evening, featuring none other than 
gladiator Hugo Girard, the strongest man in Canada, along with performances by D.J. Maléfique, the 
disturbing Diable violoneux, writer Patrick Sénécal (author, notably, of the novel Sur le seuil), and 
many other personages. Come one, come all to take part in this special event on Thursday, Oct. 27 
from 6 to 11 p.m. It's free! 

At this same awesome location, near the entertainment site, survivors among the dead can warm their 
bones with a hot drink or savour a good beer while soaking up the hellishly enjoyable sounds-and-
visuals atmosphere that will reign, especially at the café-exposition. On Oct. 27 and 30 
from 6 to 11 p.m. and on Oct. 28 and 29 from 6 to 9 p.m. (owing to the balls these two evenings), 
admire assorted Halloween artefacts, special effects concocted for the occasion and numerous visual-
arts works, including the Montreal premiere of L’Ange gardien, a terrifying artwork by Swiss surrealist 
H. R. Giger, creator of the Alien character. Take macabre pleasure in rummaging among the treasures 
at the Charme & Sortilège and L’Esplumoir de Merlin boutiques, enjoy the special effects by Montreal 
firm Lifemaker, admire works by Carobeau, Steve Bolduc, Nikola Car, SoMK, Adeline Lamarre, 
Marie-Ève Comtois, Jean-Pierre Normand and the underground LIPSTIK Design, and meet many of 
these artists. 

Various special activities are planned each evening during the Grand Masquerade. Appearing at the 
Café-exposition on Friday, Oct. 28 will be Les auteurs du congrès Boréal, Natasha Beaulieu, 
Jean-Louis Trudel and Yves Meynard, as well as L’Alliance Impériale and L’Oriflamme, and on 
Saturday, Oct. 29, Les auteurs du congrès Boréal, Nancy Kilpatrick, Jean-Louis Trudel and 
Natasha Beaulieu, along with L’Alliance Impériale and L’Oriflamme. The awarding of prizes in 
the Grand Masquerade decoration and decking-out contests will take place at the same location on 
Sunday, Oct. 30. 

Launch of novels by Jonathan Reynolds and Dominic Bellavance 

Publishing house Les Six Brumes will introduce its two new fantasy-genre titles – Nocturne, by 
Jonathan Reynolds, and Alégracia et le serpent d’argent, by Dominic Bellavance – at a double launch 
and autograph session Saturday, Oct. 29 from 6 to 8 p.m. at Restaurant Chez Queux 
(158, Rue Saint-Paul East). Information: (819) 569-0585, ghoule@6brumes.com. 

Now four games to have you trembling in your boots! 

New this year, the Grand Masquerade offers four absolutely insane games to scare the living daylights 
out of you. Do you like darts? Then be sure not to miss À la rencontre de Dame Violette, a very special 
version of this famous game of skill (6 to 11 p.m. – Zone 1). At Les présages d’avenir de 
La Grande Mascarade, two fortune-tellers won't hold anything back in describing to curious visitors their 
most disquieting destiny (6 to 11 p.m. – Zone 2). Those who venture into the Salle de torture 
(6 to 11 p.m. – Zone 4) may well not emerge unscathed, while all those within earshot are certain to be 
deeply shaken by the awful cries emanating from La Cour behind the train station. When you see the 
wretched souls coming out from there in a state of utter shock, you'll wonder what lurks in that strangely 
pale-coloured, otherworldly place. Welcome to imprudent souls … (Zone 4). Enjoy the various games 
nightly from 6 to 11 p.m. Tickets at the box office on the site – admission: one game for $2 or 
4 for $5.  

Free outdoor site carved up into four zones 
Zone 1: La Place publique (Place Jacques-Cartier – north section, near Rue Notre-Dame): 

Each village has its public square. But La Place publique is sure to be the least welcoming one you 
could possibly imagine. Wandering through it will be the pathetic but celebrated Jack-O-Lantern, a lost 
soul in the night, a veritable sword-wielding gladiator whose ferocious battle scowls will freeze you in 
your tracks (from 6 to 10:30 p.m.). Just as chilling will be a dastardly reworked version of darts, 
À la rencontre de Dame Violette (6 to 11 p.m. – $2 or $5 for the four games; tickets at the box office). 
Les légendes insolites will offer riveting tales and legends, including the story of the mariner and his 
voyage to eternal damnation (6:30, 7:30, 8:30, 9:30 and 10:30 p.m.: 30 min.) and the tale of Priestess 
Gaïa (6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 p.m.: 30 min.). Street artists from Le Regroupement des amuseurs publics 
de la place Jacques-Cartier will astound onlookers with their audaciousness and dexterity 
(voluntary contribution). Three shows will be staged each evening: Le Family Freak-out Show (7 p.m.: 
30 min.), Le Fakir du nord (9 p.m.: 30 min.) and Boule de feu et âme de fer (8 and 10 p.m.: 30 min.) 



Zone 2: La Citrouille envoûtée Loto-Québec (Place Jacques-Cartier – centre section): 

Do you believe that the future can be predicted? The two Grand Masquerade fortune-tellers will 
disconcert more than a few visitors as they take malicious pleasure in foretelling the gloom and doom 
lying in wait for these poor souls (6 to 11 p.m.: $2 or $5 for the four games; tickets at the box office). 
Believers and sceptics alike will be shaken to their very core by the voice from beyond the grave 
emanating from the screening of La Prophétie at La Citrouille envoûtée Loto-Québec et le 
Champ de citrouilles (6, 7:30, 8:30 and 10 p.m.: 10 min.). Those gathered there will also hear, during 
the showing of Le culte de Dame Violette, of the troubled journey of this woman back from the dead but 
condemned to wander for eternity (6:30, 8, 9:30 and 10:30: 10 min.). In addition, the assembled visitors 
will have the privilege of attending the initiation ceremony of the druids – contemporary, mysterious 
and disturbing acolytes of The Venerable One joining together near La Citrouille envoûtée to take part in 
a bizarre rite (7 and 9 p.m.: 60 min.). As part of Les legendes insolites, listeners will learn hair-raising 
details about Marguerite-la-Folle and her dramatic fate (6:30, 7:30, 8:30, 9:30 and 10:30: 30 min.) and 
about Le Loup-garou, this creature who changes from man to wolf (6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 p.m.: 30 min.). In 
this zone where you must have all your wits about you at every moment, you'll also come across 
Les échoppes and the dream merchant, at whose stall you'll want to pick up some souvenirs that will 
surely mark you until the day you cross to the other side (6 to 11 p.m.). There's also 
La visite du jardin hanté, presented by Le Jardin Nelson. Yet another unsettling character – a witness 
to the past – will recount the rich history of this mythic locale (6:30, 7:30, 8:30, 9:30 and 10:30: 20 min.). 
In costume or not, members of the public can also, like last year, enter the mysterious world of 
Le Studio photo Loto-Québec to immortalize their visit to The Grand Masquerade (6 to 11 p.m.). 
There's only one requirement here: flash your most horrifying smile! You can then get your free photo by 
visiting www.lestudiolotoquebec.com.   

Zone 3: La Croisée des chemins (Place Jacques-Cartier – south section, between Rue Saint-Paul and 
Rue de la Commune): 

The faint of heart should definitely avoid this hazardous crossroads. When the call goes forth from the 
fiddle-playing devil, the Prince of Darkness and urban vampires gather to perform an ancestral 
ritual (6:30, 8 and 9:30: 10 min.) For their part, the executioner and his cruel assistant lead a chained 
and hooded prisoner to his sad end . . . L©Exécution! (7:30, 9 and 10:30 p.m.: 10 min.) And conducting 
his own vile nighttime vigil, D.J. Maléfique will stalk the Grand Masquerade site, his art and mystique 
certain to bewitch visitors (from 6 to 11 p.m.: alternating times). 

Zone 4: La Gare (Place La Dauversière – north section, near Place Jacques-Cartier): 

Again this year, the chef de gare invites travelers to set off to discover the secrets of some of 
Old Montreal's most illustrious inhabitants…in collaboration with Les Fantômes du Vieux-Montréal 
themselves! Two departures, for route A and route B, are scheduled every half-hour (6:30 to 10 p.m.). 
And if the station platform is too crowded, you can gather strength and courage by swallowing the 
beneficial ingredients of the magic potion served up at Les échoppes de la gare (the bar), where you 
can quench your thirst between 6 and 11 p.m. or venture (if you dare) into the Salle de torture 
(6 to 11 p.m. – admission $2, or $5 for the four games: tickets at the box office). But wherever you find 
yourself, you'll be haunted by the screams coming from La Cour, behind the station. Imprudent souls 
welcome! (6 to 11 p.m. - $2, or $5 for the four games; tickets at the box office). Foresighted travelers, 
meanwhile, will find information kiosks (open from 6 to 11 p.m.) plus the box office (6 to 11 p.m.) in 
Zone 4. 

Two horrifying balls on the eve of the Month of the Dead 
Two horrifying balls with totally different themes – La Nuit du sacrifice! on Friday, Oct. 28 from 10 p.m. to 
3 a.m., celebrating horror and gothic culture, and Le Théâtre de l’infini! on Saturday, Oct. 29 from 10 p.m. 
to 3 a.m., presented by Mountain Dew Pitch Black and spotlighting science fiction and superheroes, will take 
place in the Salle de la Commune of Bonsecours Market, 325 Rue de la Commune Est. Please note that 
these two evenings – starring (at one ball and/or the other) Cirque Éloize, Le Club Sin, Le Théâtre Sans Fil, 
D.J. Champion et ses G-Strings, D.J. Mini, D.J. Kaotik, D.J. Mr. Black, D.J. Frigid, K-Motion and 
VJ thisisnotdesign, with a special collaboration by Productions Carmagnole – are for persons 18 years of 
age or older. Tickets for the two balls are on sale through Ticketpro.ca or at (514) 908-9090 (toll-free 
1-866-908-9090). 



Old Montreal transformed 
The Grand Masquerade – A Halloween Celebration also invites you to come and join the many who will be 
haunting Old Montreal, which – utterly transformed for the deathly occasion – will offer those venturing into its 
ghostly confines an incredible, frightful ambiance! Other thrillingly scary activities will include 
Les Fantômes du Vieux-Montréal, for the first time manifesting themselves in the Old Port area, 
La Randonnée contée aux flambeaux, presented by Oyez Oyez Production on Saturday, Oct. 29 at 9 p.m. as 
part of Le Festival interculturel du conte du Québec (Quebec storytelling festival), and Cortège et Sortilèges, a 
theatre tour on the eve of All Saints Day…1885 being held on Oct. 21, 22, 27, 28, 29 and 30 and organized by 
the Marguerite Bourgeois and Château Ramezay museums and the Sir George Étienne Cartier Canadian 
national historic site.  
 

Full details on the 2nd annual Grand Masquerade – A Halloween Celebration are available at 
www.grandemascarade.com or by dialling 514-712-0612. 

 

To get to the site: 

By public transit (strongly recommended): - Métro Champ-de-Mars 
     - Métro Place-d’Armes 

By car:  - Ample paid-parking lots located nearby 
(New this year, a drop-off area with valet service will be provided by 
SDC Old Montréal on the south side of Rue Notre-Dame near 
Place de La Dauversière) 

 
To receive, at home, full information about Grand Masquerade scoops, simply register free with 
InfoTicketpro.ca at www.grandemascarade.com. Info-Mascarade: (514) 712-0612. In addition, Montreal tourist 
information is available at www.tourisme-montreal.org and at www.bonjourquebec.com. 
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