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Alas, only three peaceful nights left before the 2nd annual 
Grand Masquerade — A Halloween Celebration! 

Montreal, Monday, Octoooooober 24, 2005 – We must all be sure to take full advantage of these final 
opportunities during the early part of this week to spend a quiet evening followed by a good night's sleep. For in 
three short days, it's not sheep we'll be counting but, rather, fearsome night hunters and other foreboding 
nocturnal figures who will gather each evening from Thursday, Oct. 27 to Sunday, Oct. 30, between 6 and 
11 p.m., for The Grand Masquerade – A Halloween Celebration. Most of the activities during this feast for 
lovers of fright-filled fun, organized by Les Productions L’Entracte and L’Équipe Spectra and presented by 
principal sponsor Loto-Québec, will take place at the free-entertainment site set up in the heart of Old Montreal, 
principally in Place Jacques-Cartier and at Bonsecours Market. 

Two grand balls and one solemn interment 

The Salle de la Commune of Bonsecours Market (325 de la Commune East) will be the scene of the Grand 
Masquerade's two horrifically entertaining balls with totally different themes: La Nuit du sacrifice !, Friday, 
Oct. 28 from 10 p.m. to 3 a.m., in honour of horror and gothic culture, and Le Théâtre de l’infini !, 
Saturday, Oct. 29 from 10 p.m. to 3 a.m., presented by Mountain Dew Pitch Black. 

Also not to be missed an event that was monstrously successful last year – La Procession funèbre, followed by 
La Noce, presented by Loto-Québec. This sombre procession will begin at 8 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 29 at the 
corner of De la Commune and Saint-Pierre Streets and make its way to the centre of the festival site in Place 
Jacques-Cartier. Everyone is invited to come in costume and join in the grand walk behind the funeral cortège. 

Activities at L©Antre – come inside and warm your bones 

L©Antre (Salle de la Commune, entrance Saint-Paul Street) is where you will find the Café-exposition. Enter 
this dread-inspiring den and admire various Halloween artefacts, special effects concocted for the occasion, plus 
numerous visual arts works, including – exhibited for the first time in Montreal – L’Ange gardien, a truly 
terrifying piece by celebrated Swiss surrealist H. R. Giger, creator of the Alien character. Here you can also 
examine the many treasures assembled at the Charme & Sortilège and L’Esplumoir de Merlin boutiques, as 
well as marvel at special effects by Montreal firm Lifemaker and appreciate numerous works by local artists. 
Included among the special activities are get-togethers with some authors from congrès Boréal, 
Natasha Beaulieu, Nancy Kilpatrick, Jean-Louis Trudel and Yves Meynard. And the awarding of prizes in 
the Grand Masquerade©s decoration and decking-out of Old Montreal contest will take place in L'Antre on 
Sunday, Oct. 30. 

There's even more happening at this ominous site – the Grand Masquerade pre-opening evening, featuring 
Canada's strongest man, gladiator Hugo Girard, along with performances by DJ Maléfique, the disquieting 
Diable violoneux, author Patrick Senécal (especially well-known for his novel Sur le seuil) and many others. 
Come one, come all to this exciting event on Thursday, Oct. 27 from 6 to 11 p.m. It's free! 

Old Montreal to be permanently possessed! 

The Grand Masquerade – A Halloween Celebration invites discriminating adult seekers of thrills and chills to tour 
the entertainment site's four zones – La Place publique, La Citrouille envoûtée Loto-Québec, La Croisée 
des chemins and La Gare – where a host of wonderfully scary activities can be savoured by those on a mission 
to frighten themselves silly. Old Montreal will be utterly transfigured during this delectably gruesome occasion, 
enveloping those who venture into its streets and alleyways in a terrifying, otherworldly atmosphere! Attractions 

 



will include Les Fantômes du Vieux-Montréal, making their first-ever appearance at the Old Port of Montreal 
site, La Randonnée contée aux flambeaux, presented by Oyez Oyez Production on Saturday, Oct. 29 at 
9 p.m. as part of the Quebec intercultural storytelling festival, and Cortège et Sortilèges, a theatre tour on the 
eve of All Saints Day…1885, organized by the Marguerite-Bourgeois and Château Ramezay museums together 
with the Sir-George-Étienne-Cartier Canadian national historic site and taking place on Oct. 21, 22, 27, 28, 29 
and 30. In addition, publishing house Les Six Brumes will launch novels by Jonathan Reynolds and 
Dominic Bellavance at Restaurant Chez Queux. 

Getting to the site: 

By public transit (strongly recommended): - Métro Champ-de-Mars 

     - Métro Place-d’Armes 

By car:   - Ample paid-parking lots nearby 

(new this year, a drop-off area with valet service provided by SDC Vieux-Montréal 
on the south side of Notre-Dame Street near Place de La Dauversière) 

To receive, at home, full information about Grand Masquerade scoops, simply register at no cost with 
InfoTicketpro.ca at www.grandemascarade.com. Info-Masquerade: (514) 712-0612. Montreal tourist 
information is available at www.tourisme-montreal.org and at www.bonjourquebec.com. 

The 2nd annual Grand Masquerade – A Halloween Celebration, October 27-30, 2005 – a deathly ambiance, 
cold sweats and, most of all, guaranteed fun! 
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